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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0616 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR RH ZA 

SUB J : SITHOLE SUPPORT AMONG ZANU FIGHTING FORCES 

REF: LUSAKA 0525 AND 0537 

1 . BEFORE LEAVING LUSAKA FOR HIS NEW POST IN DAR, 

THE ZAIROIS AMBASSADOR RECOUNTED THE FOLLOWING STORY 
TO THE EMBASSY. HE SAID HE HAD LEARNED THAT KAUNDA 
AND MACHEL HAD TRIED TO CONVOKE THE ZANLA MILITARY 
LEADERS AT LUANGWA NATIONAL PARK WHERE THEY MET AT 
THE END OF FEBRUARY (REFTELS). AT FIRST THE MEETING WAS TO BE 
HELD AT TETE IN MOZAMBIQUE BUT IT WAS LATER MOVED TO LUANGWA. 
ZAMBIA SENT A DELEGATE FOR A PRELIMINARY MEETING AT TETE. 

THERE HE TOLD THE MILITARY LEADERS THAT THE OAU HAD DECIDED 
TO SUPPORT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT LEADERS MUGABE AND NKOMO AND 
THEREFORE THE ZANLA FORCES WERE EXPECTED TO CONFORM TO THIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DECISION AND SUPPORT THE PF. OTHER VISITORS, HOWEVER, DENIED 
THIS REPORT. THE MILITARY LEADERS THEMSELVES AFTER CAUCUSING 
INFORMED THE ZAMBIAN REP THAT THEY WOULD ONLY AGREE TO BE 
REPRESENTED AT LUANGWA BY THEIR POLITICAL LEADER WHOM THEY STILL 
RECOGNIZE TO BE REV. SITHOLE. AS A RESULT NONE OF THEM WENT 
TO LUANGWA. 
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2. COMMENT: IT IS HARD TO KNOW WHAT CREDENCE TO PUT ON THIS 
REPORT. AMB. NYARENDE HAS BEEN SIX YEARS IN LUSAKA AND KNOWS 
THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS WELL. HE CLAIMS TO HAVE GOTTEN HIS 
REPORT FROM SOMEONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE TETE MEETING. HE 
HAS, HOWEVER. LONG BEEN A SITHOLE SUPPORTER AND THEREFORE THE 
EMBASSY IS INCLINED TO TREAT THE REPORT WITH SOME SKEPTICISM. 

WHAT IT MAY INDICATE, HOWEVER, IS THAT SUPPORT FOR MUGABE AMONG 
THE ZANLA FIGHTING FORCES IS STILL TENUOUS. SOME OF THE 
LEADERS MAY BE USING SITHOLE AGAINST MUGABE, BUT EVEN SO, 

SITHOLE DOES APPEAR TO RETAIN SOME FOLLOWING. LOW 
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